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A Study on Current Situation, Differences and Mechanisms of Preschool Children’s
Use of Atrtificial Intelligence Products in Eastern Developed Areas of China
—From the Perspective of Parents

YUAN Jinxia, ZHU Jinxi, WANG Xi, BAI Hongquan
(College of Educational Science, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing Jiangsu 210097)

[Abstract] With the widespread application of artificial intelligence technology, the degree of
intelligence in social life has gradually increased, and preschool children have more and more
opportunities to access and use artificial intelligence products, but there is a lack of relevant empirical
studies. In view of the fact that the degree of intelligence in social life in the developed eastern areas of
China is significantly higher than that in the central and western areas, this study uses a self—designed
questionnaire to investigate the current situation of preschool children’s use of Al products among 14568
parents in seven developed eastern areas, such as Suzhou, Zhejiang, Shanghai, and Guangdong. This study
finds that the use of Al products by preschool children is characterized by prevalence and younger age.
The common types of smart products used by children are smart home appliances, smart educational
devices, smart wearable devices and smart game devices in order. The main purposes for children to use
smart products are learning, entertainment and communication. The use of Al products has both positive
and negative effects on preschool children’s learning, entertainment and communication. Parents” attitudes
toward preschool children’s use of Al products are mixed. The behaviors of preschool children using
artificial intelligence products are different in age, gender, urban and rural areas, and family socioeconomic
status, and there are significant differences due to the number of children in the family and the main
caregivers. Parents” attitudes toward children’s use of Al products are correlated with family socioeconomic
status. How preschool children use Al products is influenced by a combination of product features,
individual characteristics of children and family environment. The study results provide a basis for targeted
family education guidance.

[Keywords] Artificial Intelligence; Preschool Children; Use Status; Difference Analysis; Influence

Mechanism



